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ILLUMINATING SITE: Star Pasture
Winter Solstice at Birdsong Nature Center

Saturday December 14, 2019
Aaron Ellis is a PhD Candidate at FSU School of  Theatre. Ellis’s dissertation research 
uses ethnographic methods to study the political implications of  the Bronx-based work of  
the Open Program. Outside of  dissertation field work, Ellis cultivates embodied processes 
for centering political concerns in research and in life. Ellis does educational, activist, and 
organizing work at FSU and in Tallahassee. Ellis has performed solo and collaboratively 
with ensemble collectives, at a wide range of  venues across the US and internationally.

Hailing from Boise, ID, Scott Lindenberg is a performance based artist currently 
completing their first semester of  study as a Graduate Student in the Studio and Related 
Studies program at the School of  Dance at Florida State University. Lindenberg also 
holds a Bachelor or Science in Experimental Psychology from Idaho State University.  
Their primary research interests include analysis of  folkloric cultural products as related 
to race, feminist, and queer theory, using engagement with bodily modalities of  
expression, within and without formal structures of  dance as a medium.

Approximately six years ago, Mackenzie Payne’s name was shortened to Z. She now 
associates this name with an ever-growing need to move and create. May of  2019, Z 
received a Bachelors of  Fine Arts in dance from Florida State University after receiving 
a diploma with a specialty in dance from the Alabama School of  Fine Arts in 2015. Z is 
currently working on a number of  creative projects with local artists and teaching dance 
through Dancing Little Stars and Artistry Dance Alliance. For her remaining time in 
Tallahassee, Z hopes to continue her contributions to the art scene before venturing to 
other cities. Z does not know where her career may lead her but she believes that is the 
best part.

Bridget Close has a Bachelor of  Science in Acting and Master of  Arts in Directing from 
Idaho State University. May 2019, Close completed her MFA in the School of  Dance at 
FSU.  Close is a multi-media artist who attends to and celebrates nature’s diversity by em-
bodying it. Close works across artistic medias, including dance, devised performance work, 
audio and photo compositions, and painting. She collaborates with fellow artists, commu-
nity, the environment, both natural and man-made, investigating the existence of  Earth’s 
flora and fauna striving to exist in seemingly unnatural settings. 

Biographies of  Directors
Joséphine A. Garibaldi and Paul Zmolek are dedicated to fostering collaboration across 
communities, disciplines and cultures regionally, nationally and internationally through a 
dialogic practice of  art-making, research and pedagogy. From environmental and perfor-
mance installations, movement and text based visual poetry, Garibaldi and Zmolek have 
devised original performance, installation and digital works nationally and internationally 
together for three decades. Their work has received awards for Excellence in the Arts and 
Arts Outreach and has been supported by grants from the Fulbright organization and 
foundations based in Australia, Latvia, Finland, Portugual, Italy, California, Washington, 
Iowa, Missouri, Florida and Idaho. Garibaldi is a member of  faculty at the FSU School of  
Dance. Zmolek teaches theatre and dance at the inclusive arts academy, Making Light 
Productions. They each have held faculty appointments at various universities across the 
nation.

Biographies of  Collaborators

Sound waves of  Carolina Chickadee call
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Direction & Lanterns:
Joséphine A. Garibaldi and Paul Zmolek

Performance & Choreography: 
Bridget Close, Aaron Ellis, Scott Lindenberg

and Mackenzie L. Payne (Z)

Illuminating Site: Star Pasture celebrates the next iteration of Illuminating Site: Birdsong. Our 
first iteration Illuminating Site: Birdsong Window Gardens expanded upon work initiated 

during Joséphine’s 2018/19 fellowship at FSU’s Facility for Arts Research (FAR). Since 
September 2018, we pressed and dried local flora gathered from Birdsong Nature 
Center, an open field on Millers Landing Road in Tallahassee (later used as a stag-

ing area for fallen trees and debris from Hurricane Michael), and from our garden at 
home. Lanterns have also been created featuring images of  feathers from birds that 
frequent the Red Hills Region. Choreography was created on-site in the Birdsong 

Window Gardens and now, Star Pasture.

callousphysicaltheatre1@gmail.com                  www.callousphysicaltheatre.weebly.com

Illuminating Site: Star Pasture has been made possible in part by the gen-
erous support of  Birdsong Nature Center and Florida State University’s 
Council on Research and Creative Activity, Facility for Arts Research (FAR), 

College of  Fine Arts and the School of  Dance.

We are gathered on the ancestral lands of  the Muskogee Creek Nation. 
We honor and acknowledge the traditional custodians of  this Native land we are 

on today and pay our respects to their elders past and present. 

Every community owes its existence and vitality to generations from around the 
world who contributed their hopes, dreams, and energy to making the history 
that led to this moment. Some were brought here against their will, some were 
drawn to leave their distant homes in hope of  a better life, and some have lived 
on this land for more generations than can be counted. Truth and acknowledg-
ment are critical to building mutual respect and connection across all barriers of  
heritage and difference. We continue in the effort to acknowledge what has been 

buried by honoring the truth.  

Please take a moment to consider the many legacies of  violence, displacement, 
migration, and settlement that bring us together here in peace where we share in 

the lifeforce, beauty and tranquility of  Birdsong Nature Center1.
1 We are grateful to the US Department of Arts and Culture (USDAC.US) for providing guidance in the crafting of 

this statement from their guidbook Honor Native Lands.

Special thanks to Executive Director Kathleen Brady and all the wonderful 
volunteers of  Birdsong Nature Center. A very special thank you to Marty 
Fielding for helping us with the laser cutter at FAR and to our wonderful 

collaborators for sharing in this adventure.

Sound waves of  Carolina Wren call.

We are drawn to Birdsong Nature Center not only for its 
sublime beauty and serenity, but for its careful attention to 
maintaining, restoring and preserving a fragile ecosystem 

of  plant and animal life through a regular burning 
schedule. Without these regular burns, the long leaf  pine 
could not regenerate nor could many of  the native plants 

and animals survive.


